
 

  

 

This is an unusual Christmas 
season.  For many, including me, 
cash flow is not what it once was.  
Times are hard.  Every now and 
then I catch myself humming the 
Little Drummer Boyõs theme song, 
òI have no gift to bring, pa rum 
pum pum pum.  That's fit to give 
the King, pa rum pum pum pum, 
rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum 
pum. 

I also catch myself LOL.  God 
is using this unusual season to 
teach me much about giving.  
Surprisingly enough, what Iõm 
learning begins with the Christ-
mas gifts I received long before 
Christmas arrived.   
First came Godõs surprise gift 

of time. God willing, we all re-
ceive 24 hours in a day. The 
problem is those 24 hours never 
seem enough to do the things we 
really want to do (if we only had 
more time).  

This year I had made up my 
mind that there would be no 
Christmas decorations in my   
office.   My time reserves were 
empty.  I arrived at church one 
Saturday in Advent prepared to 
lead three back-to-back meet-
ings.  Then neither the first nor 
the second meeting took place.  I 
suddenly had time (over 3 hours) 
on my hands, time I put to good 
use pulling out boxes and setting 
up nativity crèches.  

God followed up the gift of 
time with what I call Godõs con-
duit gift.  Not too far into Ad-
vent, a parishioner pulled me 
aside and let me know her days 
of active involvement in parish 
life are drawing to a close.  She 
explained, òI canõt do what I 
used to do but I do have some 
money.ó  With that, she handed 
me a $50 bill and told me to 

pass it on to someone who 
needed it. 

I tucked the cash away in 
a drawer until I could figure 
out who needed it.  Not as 
easy as it sounds.   

That cash was still sitting 
in a drawer a week later 
when I heard what sounded 
like tapping at my office 
door.  I opened the door to 
find a mother and her two 
children.  The family was 
looking for our Food Pantry 
but had missed the regular 
distribution time and most 
likely, any chance of receiv-
ing assistance that day. 

I rushed to make ar-
rangements with our Thrift 
Shop to provide some sup-
port.  Then I remembered 
what I had in the drawer.  I 
presented the envelope to 
the family with encourage-
ment that they use that mon-
ey where it was needed.   

The mother began speak-
ing in Spanish to her older 
daughter.  The daughter 
turned to me to translate 
what I already understood.  
Now that mother had money 
to purchase toys. Until then, 
she had had no money for 
Christmas gifts for the girls.  
The older daughter turned to 
me with eyes shining bright 
and said, òI had not even 
thought of that, thatõs good, 
thatõs really good.ó 

Her joy bestowed upon 
me yet another unanticipat-
ed gift from God ð the gift 
of laughter. I looked at this 
family that had gone from 
being distressed to being 
thrilled, and I joined them in 
laughing at how good God 
is.  When I shared their story 

with the parishioner who origi-
nally gave the gift, she smiled 
and said, òItõs nice to know we 
can do something right despite 
ourselves.ó   

The gift of time. The gift of 
being Godõs conduit.  The gift 
of laughter.  Itõs the holy trinity 
of gifts that keep on giving.   
In times like these, there may 
be no better gifts for us to 
give to one another and for us 
to receive.   
I have a suggestion.  Letõs 

enter 2012 with this resolve.  
When we are ready to give 
up on a situation or someone, 
letõs try giving the gift of time 
instead.  When we are think-
ing about making the Little 
Drummer Boy our theme song, 
letõs remember that God does 
not need us to have resources 
in order for us to be a blessing 
to others.  God may be wait-
ing for our willingness to be 
the pass through conduit to 
deliver a blessing not of our 
own making.  And when we 
feel like giving room to doubt 
or despair, laugh out loud (i.e., 
LOL), over and over again. 
Your sister in 
Christ,  

January/February 2012 

Gifts that Keep on Giving 

Special points of interest: 

¶ Annual Meeting Highlights (p. 3) 

¶ New Initiatives in Prayer (p. 9) 

¶ A Passion Sunday Adventure in Music and Word (p. 2) 

¶ New Taskforce Formed for Membership Recruitment (p. 12) 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
 

T  
RINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, a diverse community of faith, 

welcomes, reaches out and cares, so that all people may 

experience Godõs love and celebrate God in Christ with us.  

Relying on Godõs grace, we provide an open and supportive 

setting for worship, spiritual growth, social connection and 

community service. 
 

2217 Columbia Pike,  Phone:  703/920-7077  

Arlington, Virginia 22204 Fax:  703/920-5560 

Office Hours  MondayñFriday 9:00 am-3:00 pm 

Administrative Assistant E-Mail   info@tecarl.org 

Rector E-Mail rector@tecarl.org 

Deacon Email deacon@tecarl.org 

Minister of Music  Email musicmin@tecarl.org 

Website http://www.trinitychurcharlington.org   

Webmaster E-Mail                                     webadmin@tecarl.org 
 

Episcopal Church in the United States  

Presiding Bishop The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
 

 

The Diocese of Virginia  

 Bishop of Virginia The Rt. Rev.Shannon Sherwood Johnston 

 Assistant Bishop                   The  Rt. Rev. Edwin òTedó F. Gulick Jr  

    Bishop Suffragan The Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones 
 

Trinity Church Staff  

 Ministers All the people of Trinity by Baptism 

 Rector The Rev. Kim L. Coleman 

 Rectorõs Administrative Assistant Joy Warburton 

 Deacon The Rev. Deacon Mary Beth Emerson 

 Minister of Music  Jeremy Sullivan 

 Sexton George Ferdinando 

 Bookkeeper George Mwangi 
  

Parish Leadership Structure:   

December 2011 ñDecember 2012  

Senior Warden Julia Deonarine, ô13 

Junior Warden Apprentice Corrinne Alexander, ô13 

Register  Darcey Cuffman, ô13 

Treasurer Barbara Field 

Assistant Treasurer Glynis Barber 

Special Funds Manager Michael Rampton 

Interim Financial Secretary Deloris King 

Finance Committee Chair Al Muench 

 

Vestry Members  

Julia Deonarine, Senior Warden ô13 

Corrinne  Alexander, Junior Warden Apprentice  ô13 

Darcey Cuffman, Register, ô13 

Rhonda Spencer, ô13 

Evelyn Reindorf, ô12 

Jim Wight, ô13 

The Rev. Kim L. Coleman, Presiding Officer 

 

 

Trinity School of Early Learning  

Deborah Ellis, Executive Director  703/920-8695 

2217 Columbia Pike,  Arlington, VA   22204 

Monday ñFriday  7:00 AM ñ 6:00 PM 
 

 

Columbia Pike Thrift Shop   703/521-3110 

4101 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA   22204 

Monday ñSaturday, 10:00 AMñ4:00 PM 

Consignments taken daily 10:00ñ11:30 AM 
 

Happy Birthday to...  
 

Happy Anniversary toé 
 

 

 Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the office so we may correct our 

records. 703/920-7077 or e-mail info@tecarl.org. 

 
Freddie and Doug Anderson    2/14  

January 
 

Don Wright                  1/2 
Susan Flint                    1/15 
Janet Maguire             1/15 
Carolyn Dubose           1/20 
Ann Zipp                     1/20 
Marvin Cerritos            1/20 
Linda Byrd-Johnson      1/31  

February 
 

Barbara Rose                2/4      
Mavis Stanfield              2/7     
Elaine Warburton          2/7      
Sedgwick   Moss          2/10 
Avyana Boynton           2/10      
Rebecca Yohannes       2/12      
Walter Johnson            2/19      

Drue Guy                    2/22  

Deadline for March/April  Tidings 
February 15, 2012 

Mark your calendars:  April 1, 2012, Palm 
Sunday afternoon we will host and present a 
special "Portraits of the Passion," in conjunc-
tion with the Annandale Strings Orchestra, our 
choir, and other community singers 
(particularly from our sister parishes).  The 
presentation will include portions of Haydn's 
Seven Last Words of Christ, relevant portions 
from Handel's Messiah, etc.,  Preparations are 
being made to incorporate multi-media, and 
other creative expressions to make for a 
powerful gathering for our community at the 
beginning of Holy Week 2012.  Please see 
Jeremy Sullivan for more information.  
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 In the liturgy, you'll have noticed by now that 
one of the Deacon's jobs is to proclaim the Gospel.  
Liturgically-speaking, everything a Deacon does in cor-
porate worship is supposed to reflect the reason for 

this order of ordained ministry:  feeding, healing, serving, supporting, comforting.  Hence, proclaiming the 
Good News, shared to òafflict the comfortable and comfort the afflictedó  makes great sense. 

 Received a nice compliment recently from a Trinity visitor.  He said that it sounded like I was reading this surpris-
ing Good News for the first time, and that I believed in its truth and promise.  He also said that he wished he shared my 
faith in scripture.  We talked for a bit about story and scripture.  It was one of the best brief conversations I've ever 
had. 
 There are pieces of our prayers and pieces of scripture that become so familiar to us that speaking and hearing 
them can become dull habit.  But like a dazzling sunrise in your own backyard, God will break through, and fresh un-
derstanding, wonder and appreciation are gifted. 
 Writing this in late Advent, we are about to hear that fantastic promise pronounced to Mary by the Angel Gabri-
el:  òFor nothing will be impossible with God.ó  I hope that (like me) every time you hear this, or read it, your eyes turn 
heavenward and your heart flips just a bit and your spine tingles. 

Because, indeed, Friends, these are not just words.  Nothing will be impossible...with God.         Peace, RDMB 

      Deaconõs Insights            
      By:  Mary Beth Emerson        

Music Musings----  
By:  Jeremy Sullivan, Minister of Music        

 Arise!  Shine!  Your light has come!  These weeks following the Christ-
mas season shine brightly with the glorious light that Christ brings into our 
lives.  Aren't you glad God did not choose to "leave us in the dark" when it 

comes to knowing and understanding God's ways and love for us?  Bright light has dawned in the arrival of Christ 
among us illumining our path, warming us with God's love, guiding us into peace and all truth.  In this season we will 
practically exhaust this theme of light in our worship....watch for it in the readings, the prayers, and in our sing-
ing.  God has been revealed among us!   
 Thank you to all who helped make the seasons of Advent and Christmas special times of commemoration for 
us.  The Lord is always pleased (and I believe even blessed) by our offerings of music for his glory  
 While we celebrated the new liturgical year with Advent, the beginning of a new civil year often brings a sense 
of newness, and for some, resolutions!  If God might be nudging you with any resolutions in the area of involvement 
in the music of our church please respond to that nudge!  There is room for you in the choir, in handbells, as an instru-
mentalist, or however else God might be leading.  We will begin to prepare for special Lenten offerings of music as 
well as begin the march to the BESTEST day of the whole year, which of course is Easter!  Your voice, your instrument, 
and your commitment are all most welcome!  

  
Team Trinity  for Evelyn  
Thanks to all who supported the in-
augural Haiti Micah Project òRun 4 
the Kidsó Team Trinity for Evelyn 

helped to raise over $3,500 towards 
building a new HMP orphanage in 

Mirebilasis, Haitió   

NAME TAGS ARE 
COMING TO TOWN 
 

For the month of January 
2012, the congregation has 

agreed to wear name tags (the disposable 
variety) during both 8:00 and 10:30 am wor-
ship.  We want to know one anotherõs names 
and with so many newcomers (hallelujah) this 
can be difficult.  Please be prepared on Sun-
day, January 1 (10:00 am service only) to pick 
up a blank name tag from an usher on your 
way into worship, fill in the name you want  
others to call you, and get ready to greet   
and meet.   
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Adult Forum Offerings 
Winter 2012 

 

Take My Life and Let it Be 
Exploring Gift, Call and Service  
within The Episcopal Church 

January 8, 22 and 29, 2011 
 

The Book of Common Prayer (p. 855) tells us that part of the 
ministry of lay persons is òto take their place in the life, worship 
and governance of the Churchó.  Fulfilling this ministry require-
ment is hard to do when we donõt understand the governance of 
the Church and/or how to access it.  This class uses three sessions 
to examine: 

 On January 8 - The Episcopacy (i.e., what it is, why it and his-
torical succession are important, and how bishops are elect-
ed, particularly in our upcoming diocesan election for a   
bishop suffragan); 

 On January 22 ð The Diocese (i.e., how the diocese of Virginia 
is structured, what our priorities are, Annual Council and its 
major initiatives, how laity can get involved through commit-
tees, election and appointments); and, 

 On January 29 ð The National Church and the Anglican  
Communion (i.e., what is the agenda for the upcoming Gen-
eral Convention, how is The Episcopal Church related to the 
broader Anglican Communion). 

Attendees will walk away with a clearer picture of how this 
Church works and where they can find place and voice. 

 

Between Heaven and Mirth 
A Lenten Exploration of the Sustaining Power of Joy 
February 5 ð March 25, 2011 
 

Lent is a time of introspection, self-assessment, and repentance.  
This eight week study will explore the vital connection between 
the sobriety of Lent and the undergirding necessity of joy in the 
spiritual life.  Based on James Martinõs book by the same name, 
the class will offer practical how-to advice on using humor to 
show our faith, embrace our humanity, put things into perspec-
tive, open our minds, speak truth, demonstrate courage, chal-
lenge power, learn hospitality, foster effective human relations, 
deepen our relationship with God and enjoy ourselves.  Join us 
as we use scripture, tradition and reason to invite God to lighten 
our hearts so that we can enjoy a little heaven on earth. A tenta-
tive schedule of classes follows: 

 

February 5  The Most Infallible Sign ð Joy and the Spiritual Life 

February 12  Why So Gloomy ð Historical Examination of  

  Religious Seriousness 

February 19   A Study in Joy ð Psalm 65 

February 26   Joy is a Gift from God ð Humor and the Saints 

March 4     I Awake ð How Vocation, Service and Love Can

  Lead to Joy 

March 11    A Study in Joy: 1 Thessalonians 

 March 18   Itõs Not Funny and My Life Stinks ð Answers to the 

   Most Difficult Challenges of Living a Joyful Life 

 March 25    Rejoice Always ð Getting Ready for Heaven by 
    Introducing Joy, Humor and Laughter into Your 
     Prayer and Spiritual Life 

A Fond  
Farewell 
 
Dear Trinity, 

As most of you 
already heard at 
the annual meeting, 
we are leaving Trin-
ity Church.  Weõll be going to an Episcopal church in 
our neighborhood which feels like the right place for 
our family right now.   

 

It has been a really difficult and complicated deci-
sion, one that we did not make quickly or without a lot 
of discussion and prayer, because Trinity has been 
such a great place to worship over the last decade.  
Our children have grown up at Trinity, from baptism 
all the way to serving at the altar.  Weõve enjoyed 
the fellowship at Trinity, at worship and fish fries, 
meetings and tag sales, pancake suppers and green-
ing the church.  Thank you for being such a wonderful 
community and for making our time at Trinity so spe-
cial.  We will miss you. 

Trinity is a really special place, and we sincerely 
wish Kim, Mary Beth, the church leadership, and all 
the members of the Trinity family the best in the fu-
ture.  Our contact information remains the same, so 
please donõt hesitate to stay in touch. 

Sincerely, The Ruff family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not just a day for football and controversial commer-
cials, SOUPERBowl Sunday is the day we collect cans 
(or boxes) of soup and donations to help feed hungry 
neighbors through AFAC.  Look for our collection bins in 
January, leading up to February 5th. 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors Needed!!   
Bring church to someone unable to worship in our 
church building.  To discuss, contact: 
Rev. Kim (rector@tecarl.org) or  
Rev. Deacon Mary Beth (deacon@tecarl.org) 

 

 

mailto:rector@
mailto:deacon@tecarl.org
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From the Finance Committee 
 
This is a summary of Trinityõs finances as of October 31, 2011. 
We will again finish the year with a deficit. As of October 31, 
we are at a deficit of $21,957.00 We had projected a defi-
cit of about $34,000.00 as of October 31. We will probably 
finish the year at about a $30,000.00 deficit. These figures 
are similar to 2010 which ended with a deficit of $30,917.00. 
 
Expenses have been discussed and reviewed. We need to 
heat, cool and maintain our old building. Staff expenses are 
reasonable. We need a rector, a music minister, an admin and 
a sexton. Office expenses have recently been reviewed. Steps 
are being taken to reduce copier costs 
 
We have diversified sources of income, just not enough of it. 
We have strong income from building users, 7th Day Adventist 
congregation and others, Trinity School of Early Learning 
(TSEL), rental of Trinity owned houses, and the Thrift Shop. 
Thrift Shop income has been especially strong again this year, 
over $40.000.00 thru October 31. The one area where we 
have the greatest opportunity for increase is in pledge income. 
 
We have had another good year reducing the balance of the 
handicap access ramp and bathroom loan. The original loan 
was $199,000.00 taken out in November, 2003. The balance 
as of October 31 is $75,013.00. This is a $13,052.00 reduc-
tion from the balance of $88,065.00 on December 31, 2010. 
Over $7,500.00 of this is from donations designated for this 
purpose. Thank you to all who have given. 
 
We have been helped immensely by generous bequests from 
the estate of John and Emily Scott of Stafford, VA, totaling 
$231,500.00. 
We received $100,000 October, 2009, $50,000 in April, 
2010, $80,000.00 and $1,500.00 in November, 2011. These 
funds have been used to cover deficits of 2009, 2010,  2011, 
and for the upcoming year 2012; some of it helped to cover 
renewal leave expenses; a portion was used to purchase and 
upgrade church computers, the server and backup systems; 
some is being used to transition to a permanent minister of 
music, some to provide a small honorarium for our deacon, 
and we invested $50,000.00 in the Memorial Fund. 
 
The Memorial Fund has a balance of $174,230.00 as of Oc-
tober 31, 2011. If we are unable to tame our deficits we may 
need to withdraw from this fund, perhaps in 2013. 
 
Rectory 
912 S. Veitch Street is vacant at this time. The property will be 
renovated and turned into a rectory. Rev. Kim will move in 
after renovations are complete. Final cost figures are not yet 
available. Funding options are being discussed. Options being 
considered are an additional loan and a capital funds drive. 
Congregational input is welcomed. 
 
I will be happy to answer questions about Trinityõs finances. 
You may call me at home in the evenings or send an email. 
You will find me in the parish directory. Thank you,      
    
Al Muench 
Chair, Finance Committee. 

Annual Meeting Highlights 

We elected four new Vestry members: Julia De-
onarine (Senior Warden); Corrinne Alexander 
(Jr. Warden Apprentice); Darcey Cuffman 
(Register); and Rhonda Spencer (Administration 
Liaison).  While on temporary leave, Evelyn 
Reindorf remains on the Vestry for the second 
of her two-year term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We adopted a Covenant for Community Hospitali-
ty, Health and Wholeness.  Under the Rectorõs 
leadership, the Covenant authorizes the estab-
lishment of a Pastoral Intervention Team that 
will work with parishioners whose behaviors put 
community at risk.  Darlene Sellars has been 
named the Pastoral Intervention Team Leader. 

We reviewed the 2012 budget submitted by the 
Vestry. That budget includes a deficit to be 
paid for in part by an $80,000 payout from 
the Scott Estate.  No other payouts are ex-
pected from the Scott Estate.   

We agreed to postpone consideration of a pro-
posal to fund the renovation and conversion 
of one of Trinityõs rental properties into a rec-
tory by extending our existing Handicap Im-
provements Loan. Parishioners suggested 
launching a capital campaign drive and using 
other fundraisers instead. 

We celebrated the ministry and contributions of 
Dan, Karen, Isabel and Adam Ruff to Trinity by 
sending them off with a special prayer for times 
of transition.  The Ruff House (see their thank 
you letter in this issue of Tidings) is transferring 
membership to another Episcopal parish in Ar-
lington. 

The Vestry announced new leadership appoint-
ments:  Delores King will serve as Interim Finan-
cial Secretary; Arlene Casimiro and Myrna Bid-
dle are serving as Interim Altar Guild Co-
Directors; and Glynis Barber is Trinityõs new As-
sistant Treasurer.    

We agreed to pilot test the use of Name Tags dur-
ing worship in January 2012 as a way to put 
names to the faces of many newcomers we are 
welcoming week after week. 
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Trinity Episcopal Church Calendar January 2012 


