
 

  

Itõs happening all around 
us.  God is transforming the 
waiting of Advent into the joy 
of Christmas.   This yearõs jour-
ney from Advent to Christmas 
has been pregnant with surpris-
es.  From unexpected snowfalls 
to an unanticipated outpouring 
of parishioner involvement in 
community experiences, God 
has been showing up (and 
òshowing outó) in delightful 
ways.  Most surprising for me 
has been the way in which our 
journey as a community of faith 
has become a story-changing 
adventure. 

In December our newly-
elected Vestry held its first and 
customary orientation meeting. 
We took time to check in and 
reflect upon the December 5th 
annual meeting as well as life 
in community in general.  Hereõs 
what I heard. 

Amazement!  We could 
not stop talking about how 
many people showed up.  Peo-
ple kept coming and coming 
and coming. By worship time 
we counted 83 persons in at-
tendance.  One long-time Trini-
ty member called it the best 
annual meeting ever.   

Abundance!  We marveled 
at the cornucopia of food pro-
vided for our potluck breakfast.  
There was more than enough 
for all to share, even though 
our attendance was twice that 
anticipated. 

Peaceful and hope-filled!  
We celebrated having a for-
ward-looking and enthusiastic 
congregation who demonstrat-
ed a desire to focus on ministry, 
mission and good news.  Great 
suggestions were made and 

insightful questions raised.  
No one seemed interested 
in getting bogged down 
in superficial or immateri-
al matters.      

Fun!  With òhappy 
feetó to guide us, our rec-
ollections of this yearõs 
annual meeting were 
laced with smiles and 
laughter.  

And faith!  We wan-
dered down memory lane 
(a dangerous journey if 
you have the wrong desti-
nation in mind) and began 
to recount the stories that 
are forming us as Godõs 
new creation.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
One person recalled 

the day the angel came 
to visit us.  It happened 
during worship on May 4, 
2008 (thank God I keep 
a journal).  As I called the 
young people forward for 
Kids Time with God, I no-
ticed one new girl, maybe 
6 or 7 years-old, sitting in 
the congregation all 
alone.  After all the other 
children had come forward, 
she came as well.  When 
the childrenõs sermon was 
over, she looked up and 
asked me, òBefore I go 
back, can I say something?ó  
I said òyesó and took a seat 
in the first pew. 
Thatõs when this little 

girl went to the lectern, 
pulled the mike forward 

and said these words:  Do 
not be afraid.  God is with 
you.  Iõve been in church all 
my life.  I know.  I am really 
grateful for being here.  I 
thank you for welcoming me.  
Uhhh  . . . I have something 
else to say, but I gotta go 
now.ó  Then, as quickly as she 
went to the lectern, she left, 
walking straight out of the 
back of the church, never to 
be seen again. 

The stories that form and 
shape this community of faith 
are changing.  Thatõs what 
God does when Jesus is born 
anew in us and becomes the 
very heart of who we are 
and what we are about.  
How?  Not by wrestling us to 
release our old stories.  God 
merely WOWs the old sto-
ries away!  

Beloved, Christmas has 
dawned. A new year is upon 
us.  Get ready to lose a story 
or two as God writes for us a 
new chapter that promises to 
WOW our yesterdays away.  
Your sister in Christ, 

January/February 2011 

Ushering in a Brand New Story 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
 

T  
RINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, a diverse community of faith, 

welcomes, reaches out and cares, so that all people may 

experience Godõs love and celebrate God in Christ with us.  

Relying on Godõs grace, we provide an open and supportive 

setting for worship, spiritual growth, social connection and 

community service. 
 

2217 Columbia Pike,  Phone:  703/920-7077  

Arlington, Virginia 22204 Fax:  703/920-5560 

Office Hours  MondayñFriday 9:00 am-3:00 pm 

Administrative Assistant E-Mail   info@tecarl.org 

Rector E-Mail rector@tecarl.org 

Minister of Music & Education E-Mail musicmin@tecarl.org 

Website http://www.trinitychurcharlington.org   

Webmaster E-Mail                                     webadmin@tecarl.org 
 

Episcopal Church in the United States  

Presiding Bishop The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
 
 

The Diocese of Virginia  

 Bishop of Virginia The Rt. Rev.Shannon Sherwood Johnston 

 Assistant Bishop                   The  Rt. Rev. Edwin òTedó F. Gulick Jr  

    Bishop Suffragan The Rt. Rev. David Colin Jones 
     

Trinity Church Staff  

 Ministers All the people of Trinity by Baptism 

 Rector The Rev. Kim L. Coleman 

 Rectorõs Administrative Assistant Joy Warburton 

 Diaconal Intern Mary Beth Emerson 

 Minister of Music & Education Barbara Stefan 

 Sexton George Ferdinando 

 Accountant/Bookkeeper                                        George Mwangi
  

Parish Leadership Structure:   

December 2010 ñDecember 2011  

Senior Warden Edmund Warburton ô11 

Junior Warden  Cindy McLaughlin ô11 

Register  Evelyn Reindorf ô12 

Treasurer Barbara Field 

Assistant Treasurer E. Douglas Anderson 

Special Funds Manager Michael Rampton 

Financial Secretary Karen Ruff 

Finance Committee Chair Al Muench 

 

Vestry Members  

Edmund Warburton, Senior Warden ô11 

Cindy McLaughlin, Junior Warden  ô11 

Nagi Reddy Yaramala, Junior Warden Apprentice ô12 

Evelyn Reindorf, Register ô12 

Rosalyne Cameron ô11 

Darlene Sallars ô12 

The Rev. Kim L. Coleman, Presiding Officer 

 

 

Trinity School of Early Learning  

Deborah Ellis, Executive Director  703/920-8695 

2217 Columbia Pike,  Arlington, VA   22204 

Monday ñFriday  7:00 AM ñ 6:00 PM 
 

 

Columbia Pike Thrift Shop   703/521-3110 

4101 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA   22204 

Monday ñSaturday, 10:00 AMñ4:00 PM 

Consignments taken daily 10:00ñ11:30 AM 
 

Happy Birthday to...  
 

Happy Anniversary toé 
 

 

 Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is missing from 
our list, please contact the office so we may correct our 

records. 703/920-7077 or e-mail info@tecarl.org. 

 
Doug and Freddie Anderson   2/14 

January 
Don Wright 1/2  
Janet Maguire 1/15  
Carolyn DuBose 1/20  
Ann Zipp 1/20  
Karen Ruff 1/28  
Linda Byrd-Johnson 1/31  

 

February 
Barbara Rose  2/4  
Mavis Stanfield  2/7  
Elaine Warburton 2/7  
Sedgwick Moss             2/10  
Rebecca Yohannes       2/12 
Kelly McNulty           2/15  
Walter Johnson           2/19  
Hope Bolfek           2/19  
Nagi Yaramala           2/22 
Dinah Reindorf            2/28 
Drue Guy                    2/28 

Deadline for March/April   
Tidings is February 15, 2011 

Guild of Loosely Knit Women Gather 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

They are at it again.  The Guild of Loosely Knit Wom-
en gathered on Thursday, December 16, for their annual 
cookie gift project.  The ladies donate cookies that they 
then package and disseminate to worshippers who either 
are homebound or have experienced a significant life 
event at Trinity over the past year.  This outreach effort is 
an enjoyable and long-standing tradition. The cookies are 
delicious too!  Pictured (left to right) are Barbara Field, 
Myrna Biddle, Rev. Kim (official cookie taster), Freddie 
Anderson, Arlene Casimiro and Carolyn Dubose.  
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With many 
thanks 

 
Rev. Kim,  
Joy Warburton,  
Barbara Stefan, 
George Ferdinando and George Mwangi extend 
their heartfelt thanks to the Trinity parish family 
for the generous Christmas Staff Purse received 
this year.  We are so grateful for the opportunity to 
serve as well as for the many ways in which you 
make our jobs easier to perform.  Thanks for your 
support and caring. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God willing and the people consenting,   
 

The Right Rev. W. Michie Klusmeyer,   
Bishop of West Virginia   

 
will ordain Amy Porterfield Turner  and  Brian William 

Turner (For the Bishop of Southern Ohio)   
 

To the Sacred Order of Priests  
 in Christõs One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church  

 
on  Saturday, January Eighth being the  Saturday follow-

ing the Epiphany Two Thousand and Eleven  
 

Eleven oõclock in the morning   
 

at  Trinity Episcopal Church   
 

825 College Avenue  Fredericksburg, Virginia 
 

Your prayers and presence are requested 
 

Clergy Red Stoles 
 

 On Sunday, January 9, 2011, the Rev. Amy Porterfield 
Turner, our former seminarian,  will  serve as celebrant 

and preacher here at Trinity (Arlington) in celebration of 
her ordination to the priesthood.    

Please join us in congratulating Amy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to introduce and welcome two new staff 
members.  One will be a familiar face and the other 
new.  Please help to welcome both to our Trinity Church 
family!   

 
 

Accountant/Bookkeeper 
 

George Mwangi joined Trinity in 
November 2010 as Accountant/
Bookkeeper. Born in Kenya, he moved 
to the US as a college student and de-
cided to stay. He has Bachelors degree 
in Accounting and an Masters degree in 
Business Administration. He lives in the 
area with his wife and 2 children.  
His business provides Accounting and 
Tax Preparation services to individuals and small busi-
nesses across the US from their McLean, VA office. He 
can be reached at 703-755-0821 or e-mail 
george@calldesk.com  

Vocational Deacon 

In late December the Rector and Vestry learned 
that Bishop Shannon Johnston has decided to place his 
òsoon-to-be ordainedó vocational deacon, Mary Beth 
Emerson, at Trinity.  Mary Beth has been learning and 
growing with us for the past six months.  At our annual 
meeting, she expressed her delight in having had this 
opportunity to serve and hopes that our relationship 
would continue.  Thanks be to God, her and our pray-
ers have been answered. 

Mary Beth will be ordained to the Diaconate on 
Saturday, February 5, at 10:00 am, at St. Albanõs 
Church in Annandale.  We celebrate this next step in 
her life and look forward to her long and enriching 
experience with this community of faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
                    Mary Beth and Rev. Kim 

javascript:void(0);
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                                          THANKS ð GIVING DINNER 
 
   

 

Score a Touchdown against Hunger 
Souper Bowl Caring Weekend ð 

February 5-6, 2011 
 
   Souper Bowl of Caring is a simple, nationwide and youth-led service project that 

utilizes the enthusiasm and excitement surrounding our nationõs biggest day of football to combat hunger. Armed 
with soup pots, youth across the country collect cash or canned/boxed goods on a designated Sunday to donate to 
a local charity of their choice. At Trinity, we mark the event in three ways.   
 On Sunday, January 30, at 9:30 am, our youth will make sandwiches for our Monday lunch outreach to indi-
viduals served by the Shirlington Employment and Education Center (SEEC).   
 On Saturday, February 5, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm, our youth will help lead our food pantry distribution efforts 
to households that receive food supplements from the Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) at our location.  
 And on Sunday, February 6, at both services, children and youth alike will spearhead a collection of canned 
goods and cash to support AFAC.  We ask parishioners to bring a non-perishable food item to church on Sunday, 
February 6, and also be prepared to make a monetary donation ($2 or more as you are able).  All proceeds di-
rectly go to combat hunger by supporting the AFAC program and the people they serve. 
 Mark your calendar for this weekend as we help our children and youth make a difference in Trinityõs neigh-
borhood and in our world. 

Thanks for all the Giving within our faith 
community here at Trinity. 

Many hands who donated (22) pies and 
cakes, (6) roasted turkeys, set up tables and 
chairs, carved turkeys & hams, provided the 
means to feed 98 guests in the parish hall on 
November 26.  St. Maryõs Episcopal Church 
shared in the donation of five hams.  SEEC 
brought 15 more turkeys, rice & beans, & taco 
shells. Andres Tobar, Shirlington Employment Ed-
ucation Center (SEEC), Executive Director, 
brought in his staff and volunteer team to super-
vise the distribution of food in the containers.  
They and TEC volunteers served the food to the 
tables. An expression observed by one of the 
TEC volunteers was that some of the guests ges-
tured that they might not have space to eat a 
piece of pie. They were fed well, and we are 
glad!  Any remaining food was delivered to 
those who were unable to be present for the 
meal.  There were no leftovers!  

Thanks for Giving, especially our TEC men, 
for donating thirty jackets so some of the men 
were able to win a jacket in the raffle, and to 
actually have a choice in the selection.  Some-
where in the streets of Arlington you might see a 
warm jacket you donated.  Give thanks to God 
that you were able to do so. 


