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Riding Through the Storm 
Riding through the storm just may be this summer’s 

theme song.  From one coast to another we are being hit 
by storms of extraordinary proportion in the most unex-
pected locations.  Who ever would have thought we 
would be dodging tornadoes in Fairfax and fleeing ravag-
ing floods in Iowa? 

When I was growing up there was only one thing to 
do when a major storm hit.  Mom told us to turn off the 
television.  Dad insisted that we hang up the phone and 
get quiet.  Together the family hunkered down while we 
waited for the storm to pass.  The message was clear:    
Be still and know that God is God. 

It is a good message for people of 
faith.  We often find ourselves in one 
storm of life or another.  We have our 
unexpected illnesses, our marriage 
rifts, children that rebel, friends who 
desert and employers that downsize.  
We experience seasons of growth and 
decline, life and death, even periods of 
stagnation when it appears nothing is 
happening at all.  We may even some-
times end up feeling helpless as we  
are tossed back and forth and blown here and there. 

During a recent storm that hit Alexandria, God re-
minded me what difference it makes going through a 
storm when God is along for the ride.  I don’t know about 
you but I need reminders. 

This particular morning began with me admiring a 
Christmas cactus that has been in my apartment for nearly 
five years.  In those five years, it has bloomed maybe 
once. I kept watering and pruning it (at my mother’s insis-
tence).  The Christmas cactus is a perennial plant suppos-
edly destined to bloom every year despite any evidence to 
the contrary.  I finally decided this summer to move it 
outside, droopy leaves and all, so that I could have more 
room inside. 

You can imagine my surprise and delight when I 
walked past the patio door on the morning of the storm 
and saw that my presumed lifeless Christmas cactus was 
full of buds – everywhere.  

I could not believe it!  Why now, after five years of 
nothing, did it have buds all over it?  This hopeful evi-
dence of new life had me smiling broadly until the sky 
began darkening and once still winds began blowing like 
that opening scene from the Wizard of Oz. 

The only rescue mission I could fathom came to 
naught as I realized opening the patio door could do more 
damage than good. As silly as it may seem, I did the only 
thing that remained.  I prayed, “Lord please save my  
plant.”  Then I walked away from the patio door and 
down a hall where the storm sounds were muted. 

I came back when the storm    
had quieted down.  My plant was 
nowhere to be found.  All that re-
mained on the table upon which it 
had once sat was the green trash bag 
that draped the table to protect it 
from the elements. I resolved to put 
on my rain gear and head down to  
the ground floor to retrieve any re-
maining plant parts. 

But first I stepped out onto the 
patio for one last look . . .and there it  

was.  Hidden from plain view, nestled up against the base 
of the table, gently embraced by the plastic, not one meas-
ure of dirt disturbed, not one bulb missing.  It was safe. 

With the force of that storm, I have no scientific or 
logical explanation for why my plant was not splattered 
all over the patio deck or on the ground below.  I only 
have the explanation of faith that Psalm 27 provides, an 
explanation I pray becomes part of our expectation and 
repertoire this summer:  Whom or what shall we fear?  In 
the day of trouble, God will keep us safe in his dwelling; 
he will hide us in the shelter of his tabernacle and set us 
high upon a rock, and (I add) safe from the ravaging 
storms. 

Your sister in Christ,  
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Well, here it is Summer and it is hot.  

What this means is that although the Air 
Conditioning has been turned on inside the 
church, it may still feel warm to you.  It’s a 
combo of the heat outside working against 
the A/C  and the amount of folks in the 

space.  I’m working at keeping rooms cooler by pulling 
shades down and doors pulled too, but you can help by 
making sure the doors and windows are closed with the 
A/C on. 

The church yard is looking pretty good with lots of 
pretty flowers and bushes in full bloom.  Once it gets a 
little cooler, I plan to have a yard day where one and all 
are welcome.  There’s a lot of yard work needing to be 
done as well as some small painting jobs. 
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The Committee continues its work of identifying 
needs in the congregation and community and of working 
out how to best serve those needs. 

We will be working over the summer to figure out 
where the vision of our clergy leadership, our congrega-
tion and the community intersect.  In that intersecting 
space, we believe we will find Trinity’s future.  As a com-
mittee, we hope to go out and survey the community so 
that we will find out what our neighbors want from us 
instead of trying to offer what we want them to have. 

The Rector will be working closely with the Commit-
tee to provide support and direction as needed. 

We invite the entire parish family to mark your calen-
dars and plan on gathering together on Saturday, August 
23, 2008, when we will report back to the congregation 
what we have learned.  We will be sharing needs (both 
inside the church and out side) which cannot be ignored 
and the proposals we are formulating for securing Trin-
ity’s short and long term stability. 

Please pray for us as we continue this important work. 
If you have an interest in assisting in this work,  

please contact Beth Lofgren.   

����������	��
���
��
���������
������
���
 !������� "���
����
�����

Our three rental properties are 
currently occupied with the 906 
property under short-term lease 
agreement through the summer. 

906 South Veitch Street: 
· Kesterson Plumbing & Heating was called in and they 

dug an underground trench that is now pulling the 
water from the sump pump away from the frontyard 
and to the curb. 

912 So. Veitch Street: 
· The recent thunderstorms flooded part of the base-

ment. The area affected were cleaned and new tiles 
installed in the livable area of the basement. New car-
peting was also installed on the lower staircase. 

2207 Columbia Pike (Samaritan House): 
· B-Dry installed their complete waterproofing system 

with a life-time warranty in the basement. The system 
includes a new sump pump (5 year warranty) which 
pulls water away from both the church and the Sa-
maritan House.  A cement sealer was later applied to 
the areas worked on. We have received confirmation 
from Samaritan Ministry that the system is working 
properly. 

· Recent thunderstorms knocked down the large tree in 
front of the property. A tree service contractor was 
called in to clear the debris away to allow access to 
the property through the garage and front doors. 

· The A/C motor was replaced in early June to help 
keep the everyone cool and comfortable. 
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Gift Certificates 
· Giant Food Stores  (gift of Carol Burroughs)  
· Blockbuster Video  (gift of Dan Ruff) 
· Monterey’s Gourmet Pizza, Alexandria 
· Primary Colors Hair Salon, Alexandria 
· Belle Haven Golf Course, Alexandria 
· Macy’s 
· CVS Pharmacy 
· Starbucks 
· Islands Four Provinces Restaurant, Falls Church 
· Lebanese Taverna Restaurant 
· Sunoco Oil Change 
· Columbia Pike Citgo 
· Taqueria el Poblano Restaurant, Arlington 
· Merrifield Garden Center, Fairfax 
· Harris Teeter 
· Wal-Mart 
 
Golf Committee 

Maurice Spraggins, Co-Chair  
Morton Langstaff, Co-Chair 

Carol Burroughs  Jack Saunders 
Arlene Casimiro  Darlene Sellars 
Julia Deonarine  Craig Spraggins 
Beth Lofgren  Keith Spraggins 
Cindy McLaughlin  Mavis Stanfield  
Nicholas McMillan 
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32 Golfers! 25 Clubhouse Game Attendees! 16 Gift 

Certificates!  *Mulligans sold!  On the Green winnings! 
And lastly, a vital part of tournament fundraising, 28 Hole 
Sponsors from the Northern Virginia area! 

All this together netted a profit of $6,322 to be shared 
by the Columbia Pike Community Chorus and reduction of 
the handicap loan payment!   (*What is a Mulligan?  Ask 
Morton Langstaff.) 

Many thanks to this community of faith for holding up 
this committee, for your gifts, and your participation in this 
venturesome golf experience. 

The financial hole-sponsor gifts solicited by the com-
mittee members provided a great portion of the earnings.  
Now it is our turn to respond to all the businesses listed 
below by saying “Thank You,” and if applicable, give them 
our business support. 
 
Sponsors 

· E.G. Reinsch Apartment Communities  (Dorchester 
Towers, Dorchester Apartments, Westmont Gardens, 
Oakland Apartments) 

· Paradigm Construction Company (development across 
South Wayne St. from church) 

· Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization 
· Trinity School of Early Learning (TSEL) Gift of      

Alexandra Smith 
· The Spraggins Family 
· Maurice Spraggins Staff 
· Maurice Spraggins Consultants   
· Dan, Karen, Isabel, & Adam Ruff    
· Fawn, Kim, and CJ Coleman 
· Francis H. Fannon IV, Alexandria    
· Point of View, Optometrists, Falls Church 
· Dr. Patrick Correnty, MD LLC, Arlington 
· Dr. Michael G. Fine, Arlington 
· Dr. Brian R. Clark, D.D.S., Great Falls 
· Capital Podiatry Associates, P.C. 
· Werner Jewelers, Arlington 
· United Bank 
· Brown’s Arlington Nissan, Arlington 
· American Service Center – Mercedes-Benz, Arlington 
· Brandon Locksmith, Inc. 
· Quest Communications, Bethesda, MD 
· Executive Limousine & Courier Service, Winchester 
· Loeb’s Restaurant, Washington, DC 
· Wiygul Automotive Center, Alexandria 
· Power Protection Unlimited, Baltimore, MD 
· McEnearney Associates Real Estate – Michael Day, 

Alexandria 
· McEnearney Associates Real Estate – John McEnear-

ney, Alexandria 
· Clark & Sampson, Inc., Alexandria 
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     Happy Days are here again….we  
bring Good News from Trinity School of Early 
Learning. 

Trinity School of Early Learning has kicked 
off its Summer Camp Program and our students 
are having “Fun In the Sun” with enjoyable ac-
tivities and fieldtrips.  

Thus far, we have made friendship bracelets, 
sun visors, collages, had a watermelon-eating 
contest, traveled to the National Zoo and lots 
more.  If you are a parent, grandparent, or guard-
ian of a 2.5-5 year old and you are seeking a 
summer camp program, look no further—your 
search is over. Come join us, we will love to  
have you  �   

Many thanks go out to the volunteers and 
supporters who gave of themselves unselfishly in 
assisting TSEL in reopening its doors. However, 
I would especially like to thank the Ethel Field 
Guild for assisting us with mailing out our Open 
House invitations and to Jazzercise members, 
who even after a morning workout pressed their 
way and gave us a hand.   

God has truly found favor with us, TSEL is 
one of this year’s recipients of the Mustard Seed 
Grant. We have been awarded this grant to reno-
vate our playground area. Our playground will 
start its beautification next month.  With the 
funds, we are upgrading our outdoor equipment, 
adding a more secure fence, adding a T-Swing 
for our younger students and adding a Tricycle 
trail for riding toys. The Boy Scots under Kwa-
bena’s leadership will assist us with the beautifi-
cation.   

Continue to pray for TSEL as we move for-
ward in building up our enrollment, seeking new 
staff and serving the community. As a reminder, 
we will be closed on Friday, July 4 in observance 
of Independence Day.  

GOD BLESS,  
 

Yours In Christ,  
 
 
 

Deborah Ellis 
Executive Director  
Office: (703) 920-8695 
Fax: (703) 920-5560  
Email: dellis@tecarl.org    
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THINKING AHEAD: OPTIONS 
Richard N. Taliaferro, Jr. 
Theologian-in-Residence 

 
As we know, summer is upon us and we enjoy, right-

fully, its lazy days.  However, summer also gives us an 
opportunity to think ahead in an unpressurized way.  As 
our work on our mission statement suggests, your vestry 
and other parish leaders are focusing on trying to discern 
what our not-too-distant options might be.  Given all the 
constraints of size of the congregation and age of the 
building, the task of dealing with shrinking resources is 
not an easy one.  And it is one that a few cannot do alone.  
Somehow there has to be a spreading recognition of the 
need for change.  Even if there is no immediate consensus 
of where our direction should be, a widespread openness 
to the fact that doing nothing is not an option is a step 
forward.  At least it is a point where necessary conversa-
tions can be held. 

It would be better if our spiritual creativity could 
manifest itself before our direction is forced by our finan-
cial realities, but things may not turn out that way.  Many 
of you may have read the recent Washington Post article 
about the Washington National Cathedral and its current 
financial problems.  A central feature of the article was 
the end-of-June closing of the much beloved greenhouse 
on the cathedral’s grounds.  The cathedral has been taking 
on many inspiring programs and projects, but it seems 
that theses worthwhile endeavors lacked the hoped-for 
financial foundation.  So pruning has been done, and there 
may be more to come.  Unless we are moved to take stock 
and face reality now, our parish may have to move in a 
direction much like that of our close-by cathedral.  So, 
given our life together as pilgrims on our spiritual      
journeys, let us use our less active summertime as an   
invitation to share whatever ideas we may have, brain-
storming if you will, on moving our parish to a more   
secure situation. 
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All women of Trinity are invited to attend the Ethel 

Field Guild meetings on Thursdays, July 24, September 
25 and October 23, 2008 at 11:00 AM.  Worship services 
are held in the Chapel.  Bring a bag lunch and meet with 
us  in the Memorial Room for fellowship following the 
service.  Dessert and beverages will be provided. 

Planning is in progress for inviting women of       
Dorchester Towers to join women of Trinity for lunch on 
July 31, 2008 at 12:00 Noon.  We encourage each of you 
to bring a friend for spiritual renewal and fellowship. 

Ethel Field Guild will not meet the month of August. 

Freddie Anderson Barbara Field 
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· Special prayers for those who have died 
· Dedication of new commemorative paver bricks 

(order by September 2); Order Form enclosed 

3�
4��	�����
������������
5�

&��6����
����
��'�7��
The summer months are a time for many of us to 

travel and enjoy a slower pace.  While you are enjoying 
the season, please remember to maintain your pledge 
commitment.  If you are away from services at Trinity, 
please mail your checks to the parish office. Your contin-
ued support allows Trinity to meet its financial obliga-
tions during the summer months as maintenance and util-
ity bills continue to be delivered to 2217 Columbia Pike 
for payment.  Thank you for supporting the ministry and 
upkeep of Trinity Church. 

Karen Ruff, Financial Secretary 
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During this summer, join the Vision and Culture 

Change Ad Hoc Committees in praying for God’s direc-
tion and guidance as Trinity takes next steps forward. 

 

Opening Sentences 

O Holy Spirit, you are the seeker's resource and guide. 
Come, create, renew and inspire. 
Teach us to hear, teach us to speak. 
Show us your will that we may follow. 
 

A Reading of John 5:25-39 
 

Prayers 

O God, who inspired your apostles in Jerusalem to 
pray and fast to discern your will: Send us your Spirit, 
that we may learn what you would have us do and the 
words and witness you would have us offer, that your 
Kingdom may come and your power be revealed in this 
parish and community; to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Holy Spirit, you delight to equip us with all the gifts 
of service to extend the Realm of God: Raise up and em-
power those among us whom you call to this new work of 
Vision Discernment and Culture Change, that the Body of 
Christ may grow in strength and health, for the transform-
ing of the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Speak Lord, for your servant listens:  (spend some 
time being still and listening for God to answer; feel free 
to write down what you receive) 

 

Sharing 
 

Join us at 10 am on August 23 when the entire parish 
is invited to share the results of our conversations with 
God. 

 
 

Our prayers and thanks are offered 
for all the summer servants who are 
providing pastoral, music, office and 
maintenance coverage while the staff 
takes vacation time this summer. 

 
THANK YOU! 
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Sixteen youth and children ages 4-15 very capably 

served in leadership roles in the June 8 worship service.  
Christopher Kasischke played a clarinet solo as the prel-
ude, youth and Pilgrims presented the Gospel as a puppet 
drama, and Isabel & Adam Ruff were cantors for the 
Lord’s Prayer.  Worship leaders also included Owen 
McNulty, Cameron Warburton, and Mimi Tackie as lec-
tors; Elaine Warburton and Kristian Spraggins as greeters; 
Katherine Kasischke and Robbie Chamberlain as ushers; 
Mateo Lauron, Diego Lauron, Isabel Ruff, and Tommy 
McNulty as acolytes; Patrick Rampton and Tommy 
McNulty as presenters; Rebecca Yohannes and Diego 
Lauron read the Prayers of the People; and Kayden Sprag-
gins and all were in the procession.  We hope to continue 
including our young people in worship leader roles; they 
are very important to our parish life, and have shown their 
ability and willingness.  

Arlene Casimiro hosted a picnic for youth and kids, 
their parents and teachers after the worship service.  Steve 
McNulty manned the grill, and a great time was had by 
all! 
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The Story behind the Cabinets 

 
Kevin Leonard, of Leonard Homes, Inc. in McLean, 

was commissioned to build and install the newly installed 
wooden cabinets located to the right and left of the nave 
exit doors to the narthex. 

 

The cabinet on the left displays a small grouping of 
memorial gifts given to Trinity for use in the worship ser-
vice during the years 1909-1945. 

 

The cabinet on the right displays a collection of 
Ethiopian (Coptic) crosses gifted to Trinity Church by 
members Mr. and Mrs. William A. Faught.  Ethiopian 
Christians have carried these crosses for over 1600 years 
as a symbol of their faith.  While employed with a U.S. 
Government Agency and living in Kenya, Bill and Nancy 
gathered their treasured collection which they later dis-
played on the dining room wall of their home in Arling-
ton. 

We are most grateful to the Faughts for their gift of 
generosity and thoughtfulness, to Arlene Casimiro for her 
dedication to seeing this project through from conception 
to completion, and to all whose gifts in memory of Nancy 
and in support of Trinity Church made this project possi-
ble. Bill is a resident of Goodwin House Bailey’s Cross-
roads, Falls Church.  Nancy entered into eternal life in 
September 2004. 
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is the theme for the Youth Confirmation Class retreat Au-
gust 1-3 in Lewes, Delaware.  While bunking at the house 
graciously offered by the Spraggins family, the 5 young 
women in the class will reflect on faith, spirituality, 
prayer, and worship.  Nearby Rehobeth Beach and board-
walk will add a fun and recreation component into the 
weekend.  Members of the group are Bethany Brittain, 
Katherine Kasischke, Kristian Spraggins, Mim Tackie, 
and Elaine Warburton.  Rev. Kim and Barbara Stefan are 
co-teaching the class.  

Some participants in  
Youth Sunday worship 
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Yes, it’s almost time for our Annual Shrine Mont 

Parish Retreat!  Please note the dates.  We are scheduled 
for a week earlier this year because 2008 is a Leap 
Year. 

Although the focus of the weekend has not been 
determined as of this writing, please mark your calen-
dars and register.  Details from the committee will be 
forthcoming.  As usual, activities for all ages will in-
clude group song/hymn sing, ice-cream social, recrea-
tional games, hiking, “porching”, talent night, worship 
and loads of time to commune with God, nature and one 
another.    

The Shrine Mont Retreat Center is less than two 
hours away and nestled in the beautiful mountains of 
Orkney Spring, Virginia.  Everyone is invited – sin-
gles, couples, families with children of all ages, non-
Trinity members and Trinity members alike with age 
appropriate activities for each age group. 

  
Tentative Weekend Rates:  

Retreat details, final rates and registration forms 
will be confirmed and available in early August.  Ages 
3 and under attend free but must be registered. Ages 4-
7, $35.  Ages 8-12, $86; Double adult occupancy - 
$136; Single occupancy (limited availability) - $155.  
We offer a special rate of $70 for Trinity regulars 
who are first time Shrine Mont Retreat attendees.  
Registrations and payments are due no later than 
Wednesday, September 3.  For payments received after 
August 26, please add $5 for each individual.  Contact 
Rev. Kim, if you have interest in financial assistance to 
make the weekend affordable. 
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Begin gathering items for our super fantastic 5th 

Annual Trinity Treasure Hunt Yard Sale  slated for 
Saturday, September 27!   

We accept all sorts of household items, including 
kitchen & cooking items, small household appliances, 
radios, lamps, small gardening tools, carpentry tools, 
clothing, etc., etc.   

All items must be clean & in good condition.  All 
appliances must be in working order.  If there is an 
item about which you might be in doubt about its eli-
gibility for donation, please leave your name and 
number with the Administrative Assistant (703-920-
7077).  Someone will return your call.   

Planned Yard Sale Highlights once again will 
include the Christmas Shoppe in the narthex.  Please 
look through your overstocked Christmas decoration 
collection for donations.   

And, lastly, homemade  baked goods, bread, 
cookies, cakes, will be needed for the bake table.  We 
also plan to bring you again some wonderfully fun, 
live entertainment.  

If you would prefer to earn some money in-
stead of donating items, think about renting an 8 ft. 
table to market your own yard sale items. 

All together a mighty good time with bargains, 
laughter and fun for all.  Great lunch items will also 
be on sale!  

  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND START  

COLLECTING YOUR WARES!  
  

More information forthcoming in August. 
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“A Place for Youth” Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
About 100 children and youth from the area  combined to present a benefit concert for the Children’s Defense 

Fund (CDF) on May 4, 2008.  Five choirs, including the Columbia Pike MusiKids and CPCC, sang a variety of music 
celebrating young people, diversity, and peace, and featuring an original composition, “Sabbath Place,” by Mary-Hannah 
Klontz, written for the CDF’s Children’s Sabbath.  Matt Rosen from the CDF was the featured speaker, and Barbara 
Stefan and Mary-Hannah Klontz were the directors.  Those attending donated $955 to the CDF. 
 
 

“Changed My Name” Cantata 
Over a hundred people came to Trinity on Father’s 

Day, June 15, to experience the musical cantata, Changed 
My Name, presented by the Columbia Pike Community 
Chorus.  Starring Rev. Kim as Harriet Tubman, liberator of 
slaves, and Beatrice Squire as Sojourner Truth, human 
rights advocate, and featuring superb soloists Sharon Scott 
and Aaron Reeder.  The presentation was “moving and 
seamless,” according to an audience member.  Written by 
Linda Twine, a Broadway music director (currently on 
national tour with “The Color Purple”), Changed My Name 
vividly and beautifully portrayed through music and drama 
the story of slavery, including auctioning children, the 
plight of the runaway, and the determined spirit and faith 
of this enslaved people.  Voluntary donations of $660 
benefited the Black Heritage Museum of Arlington.� ��������

 
Special thanks to Julia Deonarine and Jack Saunders, 

who coordinated the receptions for both these events, and 
to all of you Trinity parishioners who attended and pro-
vided food for the receptions.  
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Trinity Slogan Competition Guidelines 

Start Date:  Sunday, May 18, 2008 

Closing Date:  Sunday, September 7, 2008  (all entries due in) 
 
 

Trinity Church is seeking a slogan… 
 

�� To set us apart 

�� To be a rallying cry for our mission and ministry efforts 

�� To capture in brief the essence of this community of faith 

�� To convey what we are about in a memorable way 
 
Who is eligible to enter? 
Any Trinity Church member, worshipper or supporter 

 
What do we need to remember? 
 

Our new mission statement: 
Trinity Episcopal Church, a diverse community of faith, welcomes, reaches out 
and cares, so that all people may experience God’s love and celebrate God in 
Christ with us.  Relying on God’s grace, we provide an open and supportive set-
ting for worship, spiritual growth, social connection and community service. 

 
A good slogan is: 

�� Memorable 

�� Brief 

�� Distinctive (we do not want to borrow another brand’s slogan) 

�� Can include our name (e.g., Keebler. Uncommonly Made, Uncommonly 
Good) 

�� Makes the point 

�� Does not have to repeat but reinforces the mission statement or vision.  For 
example, McDonald’s vision is to be the world’s best quick service restau-
rant experience.  Its slogans have been:  You deserve a break today, we 
love to see you smile, and McDonald’s — I’m lovin’ it. 

 
How do we enter? 
Take a blank piece of paper, write your proposed slogan (one slogan per piece of paper), 
sign your name so we can contact the winner, place in a sealed envelope and mail to the 
church office or put in the offering plate.  FORMAL APPLICATION FORMS ALSO 
ARE AVAILABLE AT THE REAR OF THE CHURCH.  Winners and runner-up 
will be announced on Kick Off Sunday, September 28, 2008. 
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The Reverend Kim Coleman and I attended a wonder-
fully inspiring conference on June 7-12 called The City of 
God For American Cities: Reinventing the Urban Church. 
It was held at the Cathedral College of the Washington 
National Cathedral, and though I was very much looking 
forward to attending I must confess that I wasn’t quite 
sure what to expect. What I experienced was better than I 
could have imagined. 

We were led by the Reverend Doug Bailey and his 
wife Carolyn. Each day they led us on a pilgrimage to a 
church in Washington, DC ministering to the needs of its 
surrounding neighborhood. We met four wonderful ladies 
at Luther Place Memorial Church who each told us their 
own story of how the N Street Village helped them to turn 
their life around when they had no place to go. We saw 
the many ministries of The Church of the Savior includ-
ing affordable housing, a youth after school program and 
Potter’s House. Potter’s House is a social gathering place; 
a place to get a great meal, a good book or stimulating 
conversation. 

Though we went to many other places like Iglesia de 
Santa Maria in Arlington (where we experienced a wor-
ship service entirely in Spanish and wonderful hospitality) 
and the Roosevelt Memorial around the Tidal Basin, the 
pilgrimage that struck me the most was Emory United 
Methodist Church. 

Emory reminds me of Trinity in many ways; it has a 
multi-cultural congregation and is in an area where many 
people are transient. Emory struggled with wanting to 
build and develop their neighborhood, but did not know 
how it would come together or how it would be funded. 

They had faith that God would provide and went out into 
the neighborhood to find out what people wanted and 
needed most. Out of their seeking grew Emory Beacon of 
Light (EBOL), which offers the community a wide range 
of services to enhance the economic and social vitality of 
the neighborhood. Some of the programs offered by 
EBOL include the Transitional Housing Program, the 
Mini Walk for the Homeless, Immigration Services, the 
Storefront Improvement Program, the Small Business and 
Commercial Corridor Partnership, the Crime & Drug Pre-
vention Program, the American Cancer Society Breast 
Cancer Awareness Program, and the Efi Barry HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Program. 

Emory United Methodist Church is inspirational to 
me and is a great example of what we learned all week. 
We learned that urban churches should find out what the 
neighborhood needs and wants and give it to them. We 
learned that if you strengthen spirituality first everything 
else will fall into place. We learned to follow Jesus of the 
Gospels. 

I had an incredible time at this conference and would 
encourage others to consider attending this annual confer-
ence next year! 
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To hear more insights from this conference, plan to attend 
worship on Sunday, July 6, when our Senior Warden Beth 
Lofgren will share some more about these pilgrimages at both 
8:00 and 10:30 am services.  


